What it was like at the ASICS Show Me National Volleyball Qualifier
By Janice Hoerber, CMVBC Club Director
     What an extraordinary 3-day weekend of USA volleyball!   The Central Missouri Volleyball Club was proudly represented at the inaugural ASICS Show Me Qualifier in Kansas City with its two Gold level teams, 15-1 Infinity and 17-1 Surge participating April 3-5, 2009.

     Many teams from USAV regions around the country arrived Thursday evening for official roster check-in by their coach at the Kansas City Convention Center (Bartle Hall).  By the weekend, an estimated 500 teams descended upon Kansas City for one of the ten 2009 Qualifier tournaments in the nation.   Disappointingly, no Qualifier “bag tags” were included at check-in for the players to traditionally collect on their backpacks… instead a free ASICS towel would have to do.  Maybe next year!  

     Thursday evening the Convention Center was transforming before our eyes into volleyball heaven!  There were 66 courts nearly in place, with Sport Court® indoor flooring tiled over the concrete surface.  The net systems looked brand new, precisely measured and neatly numbered 1-66.  Folding chairs were being set up just outside the boundaries of each court for the anticipated fans. You could just sense the whirl of activity and intensity as the setup crews and USAV personnel worked to get everything just right before the first matches to start Friday morning at 8:00 a.m.
     A few teams in the distance had reserved practice time Thursday night to get acclimated to the lights and expansiveness of the building.  Not a bad idea!  Servers with jump-floats had an eye opener with the air channels above the net in some areas of the building taking the ball for a ride!     
     Players and families who were new to a Qualifier event were in awe as they rode the escalator slowly to the top floor of the Convention Center, seeing the endless number of courts and teams!  Throughout the event, an up-referee was provided by USAV on every court, wearing a different (matching color) ASICS’ shirt each day.  Scores from matches were quickly entered by computer at a central station for teams to look up their next wave’s playing time and court number as well as referee duty.   The website supporting the Qualifier now shows the results for all the age divisions at:
https://www.advancedeventsystems.com/VolleyballResults/Home.aspx?e=PTAwMDAwMDAxODg90 

     Our two CMVBC teams were scheduled to play in the afternoon “wave” which was 2:30-8:30 p.m.  … This went even later if the schedule ran slow or if a tie-breaker game to 25 points was necessary to determine a pool play finish!  On the bright side, the afternoon wave was great for sleeping in at the hotel, but tough for team dinner options upon returning late to the hotel, tired and hungry.  Thank goodness for Minsky’s Pizza delivery from Independence, MO!  

     Our “15-1 Moms’ laundry crew” gathered all of Infinity’s uniforms on the second night to wash a load at the Drury Inn.  Armed with liquid Tide from home, some quarters, and patience that only mothers have in the late hours of the evening…we then discovered the dryers weren’t working!   So on to Plan B – the Drury staff offered use of their industrial dryer and we managed to “getter done”!   The uniform numbers got a little toasted, but Coach Dupuis will never find out…    

     Our 17-1 Surge Team had to make a very tough decision a few days prior to leaving for the Qualifier.  Their coach, David Franks, sadly had a death in the family in Kentucky.  The team discussed their options as they would be going to the Qualifier without their coach, their Team Rep (Angie), and setter (Kirstyn).  They were already having to play without Callie Norment and Ashley Schwarzer due to injury this season.   The team and families decided to go, making the best of the experience and knowing the potential for college recruiting visibility at a Qualifier.

     The Surge players stepped up and played together through the adversity.  Backup CMVBC coaches (Cali Simmons & Lacey Olin from our 18-1’s) and other club personnel were called upon and gladly assisted the 17-1 team at the Qualifier in the absence of their long-time head coach.  They finished 5-4 in matches and 11-9 in games, winning the 17 Club Flight 3 tournament bracket.  Overall, the experience was worthwhile and we applaud the 17-1 players and families for accepting the challenge!

     17-1 Surge started their first pool play Friday against the Texas Tornados, Nebraska Impact, and Invasion from Kansas City.  Then Saturday they took on Rockwood Thunder from St. Louis and Club Bear from Springfield, and the 900.17.2 team from North Texas.  In tournament play, they beat Ozark Joplin, Northern Lights 17-5 from Minnesota, and Iowa’s Metro team in the Flight 3 bracket.  Surge finished 43rd out of 54 teams in the Club 17 division.

     The 15-1 Infinity team was ranked first seed in their Friday pool play.  They beat Nebraska Impact and Texas Elite, but lost to Team KC.  A tie-breaker game was then played with Texas Elite for second place in the pool and Infinity won it 26-24.  Saturday’s play included a tough schedule against St. Louis CYC, Austin Juniors from Texas, and Tejas 15 National from North Texas.  Infinity went 1-2 in this pool, finishing in the 3rd spot.  This placed Infinity as the first seed in the Bronze tournament bracket for Sunday morning.  

     Infinity won their first two matches in Bronze against Team Tulsa and Club One, both from Oklahoma.  They then fell to Southwest Illinois (SWI 15 Smack) in two sets to finish 2nd in Bronze.  For the weekend, Infinity was 5-4 in matches and 12-11 in games.  Overall in the Qualifier, Infinity finished 20th out of 72 teams in the 15 Club Division!   
     What a fabulous experience that it was for both our CMVBC teams participating in the Qualifier.  As players and families left the building, the “buzz” of wanting to return next year could already be heard.
